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# HUNTINGDON - In
1948, aflier
‘partitioned and Isracl
_became a nation, a yvoung
«man, leaving Cairo, Egipt, -
rafter

U.S. government, wrote a
report stating “that the
-United States could face
-severe problems if the fu-
ture if Arab countries gain
~control of the oil.”

assumes that in
such papers get
‘misplaced or, at least, are
not taken too seriously.
The stargazer who wrote
;the report is Ben Humble

' One

" Hall, executive director of

the. Huntingdon Chamber
;of Commerce and an alder-

‘I man on the city hoard.

a tour as an in- .,

Hellirence o SO . ) 5 N
,lc_lhg,um: gatherer for the L given

o - ~

- worked

! After a 43-year absence

" “from his home town, Hall

-returned over a year ago to
“retire”” His career has

+ garried him into countries

all over the world and could
.be described, at best, as
\auul

" As a co‘py-‘{)o‘y for the,
-Evening Graphic, a sensa-
tional 1930s New York
“Tabloid, Hall posed for
-“fake photos,” once as an
assas$in for a Mexican
president who et an
abrupt death over dinner.
-Itwason that paper that he
with  Walter
Winchell and Ed Sullivan,
W ho would go on to gluuto
fame.

Later, as a security of-
ficer for the US. govern-
‘ment in India and Ghana.,
Hall would insure protec-
tion for vice presidents
‘such as Richard Nixon and
'll.ul)crl Humphrey.

Now, as he sits in . his
Chamber office in City
Hall, the  653-year-old
former CIA man wonders

,al the strange revelations -

= Russia,

coming out duily from the -
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~Huntingdon Man Recolls

nation's capitol, where he

' - served for several years.
Palestine was - ;

Mostly, he's a concerned

man. Concerned about the -

E. Howard Hunts and the
‘Plumbers”™ who have
intelligence
gatherers *“‘a black-eye.”
Concerned, as a former
government emplow

“about Presidents who take
tax ‘deductions on papers”

“prepared on government
time with
paper and
secretaries.”

And, .as he prepares for
the ‘local Rotary Club a
speech entitled “Will
There Be Peace in the
Middle East?2”
spent a few years in Egvpt

*in the late 1940s, marvels at

the “shuttle diplomacy” of
Secretary of State Henry

Kissinger and is “Optimis-

tic” -

“I'm
difference.” Hdll
remembers. “When [ was
there. we had some real
‘problems with people. who
had visas to Israel. You
couldn't get into Arab
countires if you had a visa
for Isracl. Now Kissinger is
hopping back and forth.”

But Hall refused to‘takc

any undue credit for his -

1948 revelation. It was
just a general feeling most
Americans working in
Egypt at that time had
about the situation.
N ) \
“We just felt that United
Nations had acted too
quickly. We believed {hat
the process should ha\e

_been gradual.

“Under the influence of
we felt that ‘the
Arabs could get control of
oil and the United States
would be in trouble,

“People thought.1 was
erazy lhvn " Hall laughed.

government .

Hall, who .

ama7ed at the

A

In,a sense, lldll, like
»Dean‘ "_Acheson, was-

“present at the creation,”
when the United States
began to emerge as a world
power, 'allhou"h he still is

“not quite sure” why he
Teft his newspaper-w ork to
enter government service.

Hall looks back with
amusement at his news-
paper career which began
in the late 1920s.

s,

“We rccei\'ed a wire
report one day that a
Mexican president had
Jbeen assassinated and we
necded a picture,
remembered.

desks in_the office together
and borrowed a table c¢loth
to make a hanquet table for
.the ])leldCl’ll dnd his .
pal ty."”

-

) Iiall joked. “They gave
me a revolver and' I was
‘photographed shooting the
‘president.”

Unfortunately, “we later
got another report saying
that the president had-
been shot in the stomach

»and so we had to do the

picture all over again.”

o

- After working 12 vears
with various newspapers,
Hall, through a friend,
received a call to come to
Washington, D.C. to or-

ganize a group of men in.
-cooperation with the Bri™
“intercept anything

tish to
countires would he putting

-out over the airwaves.”

By then, the country,
unaware that Pearl.Harbor
toomed in the near future,
was just beginning to

prepare communications -

lines to the White House.
Army and Navy' in-
telligence organizations
Jad been relaving infm
mation from these cotin-

* Hall

- 8o, we pushed all the -

OrleCi Lareer

qencp Man Pr. ef" chcd Oﬂﬁ

‘Hall assembled some 500 "

men, mostly college profes-

_sors with foreign language -

backgrounds, 1o translate
and. at the same time,
s write in newspaper style
what reports were being
sent on the radios from
" these countries. ]

'y
When the war cnded
Hall was cialled as a witness

before Grand Jury inves- -

tigating charges of -treason
against 13 former
Americans, including poet
Ezra Pound and Tokyo
Rose, who had broadcast
anti-Amecrican statements
over ‘the radios, aimed at’

- demoralizing troops.

The war's end also
presented Hall with the
_prospect of no job after
Cengress canceled funding
“for the. military in-

:itclligencc operation which

“would not be necessary in
peacetime.”

- Hall wa$ '(lésigniuod to

- liquidate the operation

within 30 days. Instead, he
and a co-worker set about

~trying 1o keep the opera-

tion alive and “made no ef-

fort to fire anyone.”

Hali said the two went to. "

newspapers, congressman
and anyone who would lis-
ten urging them of the
“fmportance of in-.
telligence monnonnry dur-
ing-peacetime.”

It worked.-The ol)éljmion
continued and Hall worked
ona committee to establish.
what overseas operation”
would still be useful 10 the
Umu'd States,

‘Hall was then assigned 10

jfind i chiel for the North
African operation in Cairo

and off he went (0 take a
position himself in 1945,
-On a-BH-day trip abroad a
"troop transport out of the
Brooklyn navy vard. Hall
and his wife set out for




